
 

 1857 

Theophilus Metcalf 
establishes Kaupakuea 
sugar plantation in 
Pepeʻekeo. 

Chun Afong & Achuck 
purchase plantation. 
Name changed to 
Pepeʻekeo Sugar 
Company. 

  1874 

  1880 

Afong listed as sole owner 
of Pepeʻekeo mill and 
plantations. First mill 
building is built. King 
Kalakaua visits. 

  1889 

H. Deacon & Alexander 
Young purchase Pepeʻekeo 
Sugar Company (PSC). PSC 
is incorporated. 

C. Brewer & 
Co. purchase 
Pepeekeo Sugar 
Company. 

  1909 

Mill built 
closer to 
shore. 

Hawaii Consolidated 
Railway builds a spur 
down to the mill. 

  1920 

  1928 

Entirely new 
all-steel 
building 
erected. 

Thorough overhaul 
of mill. 

  1941 

  1946 

April 1 tsunami destroys rail 
bridges. Pepeʻekeo Sugar Company 
and Honomu Sugar Company 
merge. 

  1947-1948 

New mill 
built. 

  1971 

Pepeʻekeo Sugar Company and 
Mauna Kea Sugar Company 
merge. Renamed Hilo Coast 
Processing Company. 

  1974 

New mill built, the same 
structure being modernized 
into Honua Ola Bioenergy 
today. 

  1985 

Coal introduced as a 
supplement to the bagasse 
generating power for the 
mill operation. 

  1994 

Sugar processing 
ends. Power 
generation continues 
using coal. Company 
subsequently 
renamed Hilo Coast 
Power Company. 

  2004 

Hilo Coast Power 
Company ends 
power production. 

  2008 

Hu Honua Bioenergy 
established to convert coal 
power plant into a biomass 
power plant. 

Over next decade and a half, 
continuous building and 
equipment improvements. 

Honua Ola 
expected to 
begin power 
production. 

  2019 

Hu Honua 
Bioenergy dba 
Honua Ola 
Bioenergy 

  2011 

Hu Honua is granted 
an air permit. 
Engineering, design 
and site work for the 
plant commences. 

 1904 

  1903 

Timeline of Industrial Activity in Pepeʻekeo 

 

PUC approves amended 
and restated power 
purchase agreement 
between Hu Honua 
Bioenergy and Hawaii 
Electric Light. 

PUC approves 
power purchase 
agreement 
between Hu 
Honua  
Bioenergy and 
Hawaii Electric 
Light. 

  2013   2018 

  2017 


